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Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A system for monitoring access to a transport container, 
comprising: 

a monitoring unit secured to the transport container; 

at least one sensor in operable communication with said monitoring unit, said at least one 
sensor being structured to detect incidents of access to the transport container and to 
communicate data corresponding to the access incidents to said monitoring unit; 

an interface unit being configured to communicate with said monitoring unit; 

at least one data activation key configured to communicate with said monitoring unit , said 
at least on e data k e y is capabl e of and being configured as {*t-4east-0H«-<>f-«fi--a6t4vat-i05¥-key--a?i4-a 
4eaefe¥a4k»;vjtw-r-wka=^?i^^ aciivatio j^-fe-v4s--e4>ai%m^ ^by said interface unit to activate said 
monitoring unit using an activation code so that said monitoring unit begins to monitor access to 
the transport container^^^aM; 

at least one deactivation key iirconfigure d to communicate with said monitoring unit and 
being configured by said interface unit to deactivate said monitoring unit using a deactivation 
code; and 

wherein said monitoring unit is configured to communicate data corresponding to the 
access incidents to said interface unit. 

2. (original) A system according to Claim 1, wherein said monitoring unit 
comprises: 

a controller, said controller being configured to communicate with said at least one 
sensor, said activation key and said deactivation key; 

a power supply in operable communication with said controller; 

a data repository in operable communication with said controller and being structured to 
store the data corresponding to access incidents; 

a transmitter in operable communication with said controller, said transmitter being 
configured to commimicate data corresponding to the access incidents to said interface unit; and 
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a receiver in operable communication with said controller, said receiver being configured 
to receive communications from said interface unit. 

3. (original) A system according to Claim 1, wherein said interface unit is 
configured to communicate to said activation key an activation code and data corresponding to 

the contents of the transport container, and wherein said activation key is configured to 
communicate the activation code and data corresponding to the contents of the transport 
container to said monitoring unit. 

4. (original) A system according to Claim 3, wherein the activation code comprises 
data corresponding to the operator of said interface unit communicating with said activation key. 

5. (original) A system according to Claim 1, wherein said interface unit is 
configured to communicate to said deactivation key a deactivation code, and wherein said 
deactivation key is configured to communicate the deactivation code to said monitoring unit. 

6. (original) A system according to Claim 5, wherein the deactivation code 
comprises data corresponding to the operator of said interface unit communicating with said 
deactivation key. 

7. (original) A system according to Claim 5, wherein said monitoring unit is 
configured to communicate to said deactivation key the data corresponding to the contents of the 
transport container and the data corresponding to the access incidents. 

8. (original) A system according to Claim 7, wherein said deactivation key is 
configured to communicate to said interface unit the data corresponding to the contents of the 
transport container and the data corresponding to the access incidents. 
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9. (original) A system according to Claim 7, wherein said monitoring unit is 
configured to communicate to said deactivation key data corresponding to the operator of said 
interface unit communicating with said activation key and data corresponding to the operator of 
said interface unit communicating with said deactivation key, and wherein said deactivation key 
is configured to communicate to said interface unit the data corresponding to the contents of the 
transport container, data corresponding to the access incidents, data corresponding to the 
operator of said interface unit communicating with said activation key, and data corresponding to 
the operator of said interface unit communicating with said deactivation key. 

10. (original) A system according to Claim 1 wherein said monitoring unit is 
configured to communicate the data corresponding to the access incidents to said interface unit 
through wireless communication. 

1 1 . (original) A system according to Claim 1 wherein said monitoring unit is 
configured to communicate the data corresponding to the access incidents to said interface unit 
through low-earth orbiting satellite communication. 

12. (original) A system according to Claim 1 wherein said interface unit comprises at 
least one programming unit and a second controller, said at least one programming unit being 
configured to communicate with said second controller. 

13. (original) A system according to Claim 1 wherein said at least one sensor 
comprises a sensor selected from the group consisting of an infrared motion sensor, an optical 
sensor, a temperature sensor, a sound sensor, a vibration sensor, a magnetic switch, and a 
radiation sensor. 

14. (currently amended) A system for monitoring access to a transport container, 
comprising: 

a monitoring unit secvired to the transport container; 
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at least one sensor in operable communication with said monitoring unit, said at least one 
sensor being structured to detect incidents of access to the transport container and to 
communicate data corresponding to the incidents to said monitoring unit; and 

at least one data key configured to communicate with said monitoring unit, said at least 
one data key is capable of being configured as~*f*4©ast-«w~ef-an activation key a«k)r a 
deactivation key, wherein said activation key is configured to activate said monitoring unit using 
an activation code so that said monitoring unit begins to monitor access to the transport 
container, and said deactivation key is configured to deactivate said monitoring unit using a 
deactivation code; and 

wherein said monitoring unit is configured to communicate data corresponding to the 
access incidents to said deactivation key. 

15. (original) A system according to Claim 14, wherein said monitoring unit 
comprises: 

a controller, said controller being configured to communicate with said at least one 

sensor, said activation key and said deactivation key; 

a power supply in operable communication with said controller; and 

a data repository in operable conmiunication with said controller and being structured to 

store the data corresponding to access incidents. 

16. (original) A system according to Claim 14, wherein said activation key comprises 
a data repository, said data repository storing an activation code and data corresponding to the 
contents of the transport container, and wherein said activation key is configured to communicate 
the activation code and data corresponding to the contents of the transport container to said 
monitoring unit. 

17. (original) A system according to Claim 14, wherein said deactivation key 
comprises a data repository, said data repository storing a deactivation code. 
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18. (original) A system according to Claim 14, wherein said monitoring unit is 
structured to communicate to said deactivation key the data corresponding to the contents of the 
transport container. 

19. (original) A system according to Claim 14 wherein said at least one sensor 

comprises a sensor selected from the group consisting of an infrared motion sensor, an optical 
sensor, a temperature sensor, a sound sensor, a vibration sensor, a magnetic switch, and a 
radiation sensor. 

20. (currently amended) A computer program product for monitoring access to a 
transport container, the computer program product comprising a computer-readable storage 
medium having computer-readable program code portions stored therein, the computer-readable 
program portions comprising: 

an executable portion for identifying an activation code from an activation^k ey, said 
executable portion activates at least one sensor structured to detect incidents of access to the 
transport container, said executable portion receives data corresponding to the access incidents 
fi"omthe at least one sensor, said executable portion KlOiUiS^^os a vLaotnaiu>!^ code fi'om a 
deactivation key, and wherein said executable portion communicates the data corresponding to 
the access incidents to ^e-iB^erfaee-^ffl ^the deactivation ke y. 

21 . (original) A computer program product according to Claim 20 wherein said 
executable portion stores the data corresponding to access incidents in a data repository. 

22. (original) A computer program product according to Claim 20 wherein said 
executable portion receives an activation code and data corresponding to the contents of the 
transport container from the activation key. 

23. (currently amended) A computer program product according to Claim 20 wherein 
said executable portion k1-0v«Ht^H"^ a Jy^HN^^vh-Uii^^ ktfV;--sad--wfewam-«ai^--exee«tafote-pe?^j^ 
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communicates the data corresponding to the access incidents to fe-deaeavariee-te yan interface 
unit . 

24. (currently amended) A computer program product according to Claim -2320 
wherein said executable portion receives a deactivation code from the deactivation key. 

25. (currently amended) A computer program product according to Claim 3420 
wherein said executable portion communicates to the deactivation key the data corresponding to 
the contents of the transport container. 

26. (currently amended) A computer program product for activating and deactivating 
a monitoring unit for monitoring access to a transport container, the computer program product 
comprising a computer-readable storage medium having computer-readable program code 
portions stored therein, the computer-readable program portions comprising: 

an executable portion for communicating an activation code and data corresponding to 
the contents of the transport container to an activation key, said executable portion 

receives data corresponding to the access incidents from the monitoring unit , said executable 
portion o ^ - on ^ o oooo o \ \ 

27. (currently amended) A computer program product according to Claim 26 wherein 

SMd~e3£e©BfeMe^e?fe8r-receives data corresponding to the contents of the transport container and 
the data corresponding to the access incidents. 

28. (currently amended) A method for monitoring access to a transport container, 
comprising: 

identifying an activation code from an activation k ey: 
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activating at least one sensor structured to detect incidents of access to the transport 
container; 

receiving data corresponding to the access incidents from the at least one sensor;-aad 
identifying a deactivation code from a deactivation key: and 

conmiunicating the data corresponding to the access incidents to aB- iateriaee-emthe 
deactivation key . 

29. (original) A method according to Claim 28 fiirther comprising storing the data 
corresponding to access incidents in a data repository. 

30. (original) A method according to Claim 28 fiirther comprising receiving an 
activation code and data corresponding to the contents of the transport container from the 
activation key. 

3 1 . (currently amended) A method according to Claim 28 fiirther comprising 

MeH^i^^iB-ga-4ea6tiv-ai^ie3j^-k&yasdr-BHb6*efe^ 

the data corresponding to the access incidents to ^i^ daae^ivai-ie^^ k^y an interface unit . 

32. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 5-1-28 wherein said second 
identifying step comprises receiving a deactivation code from the deactivation key. 

33. (currently amended) A method according to Claim ^28 fiirther comprising 
communicating to the deactivation key the data corresponding to the contents of the transport 
container. 

34. (currently amended) A method for activating and deactivating a monitoring unit 
for monitoring access to a transport container, comprising: 

communicating an activation code and data corresponding to the contents of the transport 
container to an activation key; 
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6ei^Bgmai<?atjrag"aa-aeti¥atieB-sigB:a4-te-^ 

receiving data corresponding to the access incidents fi-om the monitoring unit; and 
communicating a deactivation code to a deactivation key . 

35. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 34 fiirther comprising 
oomm un iting a de activation code to ■ar^ea ctivation key and , subsequent to said third 
contmiunicating step, receiving data corresponding to the contents of the transport container and 
the data corresponding to the access incidents. 



9 of 14 



